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FOR RELEASE: 18 March 1976
FROM: Kika de la Garza
94-527
Washington, D C
BUSINESS WAS fuN 25 years ago, a South Texas businessman writes to remind me. "You woke up
in the morning feeling good,;' his thoughtful letter goes on to say. "Business was a
. challenge. You felt that you were in control of your operations. Today we simply are not,
because the government bureaucrats have us outnumbered."
Paperwork required by these bureaucracies is a focal point of my friend's
complaint. In his letter to me; he gives in painstaking detail the schedule of daily,
monthly, quarterly and annual reports he must make to government agencies. The list is
long and discouraging. And of course it is not unique to his own business. The owner or
manager of· every business enterprise, large or small, can produce a similar list.
This situation is extremely serious not only because of the bother and
annoyance it causes business but also for its economic effects. American business people
have to devote 130 million man-hours a year to taking care of Federal paperwork. The
government prints more than 11 billion forms a year. There are some 50 forms to be filled
out each year for every man, woman and child in the country. An estimated 6,000 different
forms are generated by 3,500 government bureaus, agencies and services that maintain 8,000
separate records systems.
A great deal of waste of time and money is involved. People have to be hired to
.db the paperwork. In the case of many small businesses, the employer must do it himself,
often staying long after closing time to wrestle with the overwhelming mass of official
forms. Such work is obviously not productive in the sense of adding anything to the flow
of goods and useful services into the economic mainstream. It is dead time.
,,: * *
ACTION IS NEEDED to lighten the burden and I am continuing my efforts to get such action
in Congress. I have introduced bills to reduce the number of government forms and to
slow down the flood of regulations issued by Federal agencies. Also, I repeatedly appear
before appropriate Rouse committees to urge that attention be given to this ·problem. Othe.r
lllerobers have joined in and a bipartisan Commission on Federal Paperwork is tackling the
problem. The President has ordered the Office of Management and Budget to eliminate no
less than 500 forms.
Progress is slow, too slow. We lose some battles but occasionally win one. I
will keep trying. Whacking the paperwork load in half could go on a long way toward putting
the fun back in business and at the same time increase the number of productive jobs
offered by business.
* * *
